Participant 1, homework 3 observation 

3/18/03

Having trouble because the third picture in his collage (he has them in a row at the bottom of the canvas) is only a vertical line.  I tried to run his code on my computer but got errors (he suggested I try this because he thought the line was a problem specific to his computer).  I got a lot of errors that I started to fix, but then suggested that our time might be better spent if we examine his code.  I looked for a minute at his code, which started by instantiating two pictures (picture1 and picture2) and also a canvas (canv).  Then he had three loops which he said he copied from the notes (showed me program 30 in the book and said he had used that, it only has two loops) but he hinted that he didn’t really know exactly what the code was doing.  First I suggested he duplicate the second loop of his code and replace the third loop with that text (we had to do this in notepad because copy paste doesn’t’ work with jes on his computer).  He tried this, at first erased the show(canv) and return canv that were also at the bottom of the loop, but when I asked him if he was forgetting something, he realized what and fixed it.  

9:20: Copied his third loop, pasted it again below the third loop, so now has four loops, with first loop dealing with picture 1, and the last loops dealing with picture 2.  And for some unknown reason it works…  ????  Or at least appears to..

Complained about losing points for not calling his homework hw3.py.

“I could just do this in Photoshop in five minutes”

Started with: 



Wanted to do:





Tried to do it, but got 



Also flipped the third picture upside-down.  I asked him if he had meant to do that, he said yes.

Decided he didn’t feel like bothering to fix it.  So instead decided to change the red in one of the pictures.  Used code on page 145 to make a decreaseBlue function (instead of his initial plan to change the red, because “there’s not much red in the picture”)

Typed in a decreaseBlue(picture1) function at the bottom of his code (after show and return) .  Tried to load, and got a syntax error on the def line of the function.  Thought for a few minutes about what might be the problem.  Thought it might be that he was specifying picture1 in his input.  So changed the def to decreaseBlue(pic1).  Same syntax error upon loading.  Changed to def decreaseBlue(picture2).  Same error.  Changed to def decreaseBlue(picture3).  Same error.  Changed to def decreaseBlue(picture1).  Same error.  Said he decided to ignore the load error messages and decided to try running it.  Ran an older version which placed the three pictures side by side at the bottom of the canvas.

Decided to move the show and return lines to the very bottom of the page.  Got syntax error on def decreaseBlue line again.  Put them back above.  

9:50

Next moved the code for changing the blue of the picture and place it between the third and fourth loops.  His code decreases the blue in picture2.  Loaded without error.  Tried running it.  Now he has four pictures, all lined up horizontally at the bottom of the canvas, with the fourth one having decreased blue.  I have no idea what it’s doing.  He experimented by changing his decreasing blue code to alter picture1 rather than picture2, but of course when he ran this none of the pictures had changed color because the last three loops all deal with picture2, not picture1.  But now he has four identical pictures in a row as opposed to three, even though the code he added doesn’t affect the picture(s) used in subsequent painting loops.  Hmm… Now changed his decreasing blue code to modify picture3 (he added a picture3 at some point early in our experimentation about how to fix the vertical line problem).  Even though picture3 is not used in any subsequent painting loops…  

Conjectured that the reason he had previously seen only a vertical line for the third picture was because at some point he had show(canv) and return canv inside of one of his painting loops.  So he moved show(canv) and return canv from their proper places to inside the for sourceX in range(1, getWidth(picture2)) loop in the fourth loop to test this theory.  Also changed the decreasing blue code back to changing picture2.  Then when he ran it he got three identical pictures next to each other followed by one column of pictures from the fourth picture (with decreased blue).  He didn’t understand why this was happening, so I explained why you don’t generally put your return statement inside of a loop the way he had it.    

Moved show(canv) and return canv back outside the loop and at the end of the page.  

He declared himself done, believing that the only requirement of the assignment was to have at least three pictures on a canvas.  I asked if he was supposed to alter more than just one of the three pictures, and he was under the impression this was not required.  ??

Said he was supposed to send in a picture of his collage but didn’t know how to do this, so I showed him how to printscreen.  

Were there things about doing this homework that you thought were difficult/confusing/hard?
-When I run the same program on another computer, why does it get error messages (e.g. problems with opening pictures).  

-I don’t know why it didn’t bring up three pictures when I had three loops
Were there things that you thought were helpful or useful to you?

-Information in the book is helpful.  
Thoughts on JES: things that are problematic or good; things you would change?  

-Sometimes the errors they give, you really can’t figure out what the error is.  Tells you that line 13 has the problem but it’s not really line 13, it’s actually 3 lines before that, if it could just tell me what’s wrong.  This makes it difficult to write the program.  Errors are not specific enough to help you figure out how to fix it.  Takes a long time to figure out how to resolve errors.

-Looking forward to finishing this class.  Why?  It’s a lot of work right now.  “I didn’t do good on my test”  Finds that the tests are making a lot of work for him right now.  On a lot of tests/quizzes we have to write things “out of our mind” and that’s tough for him, even with the examples provided.  

Overall, how is the class going?  Tests are bad, homeworks are good, take-homes are good.  Homeworks are getting easier.   With the homework I have time to think about things and work things out, and “be creative”.  When I couldn’t figure out how to use getmediapath, I could figure out a workaround.
Any other thoughts about things?  No..   “What I want to see is that I pass at the end of the day”

